CHAPTER VII
resumption of the war with turkey :   nadir's mesopotamia*?
campaign
although the supreme control of the affairs of the kingdom was now
vested in Nadir, he was unable, owing to a revolt in the Bakhtiari country,
to take the offensive against Turkey immediately.
This revolt was occasioned in the following way: the Governor of
the Bakhtiari country, a local chieftain whom Nadir had appointed shortly
before, put a man to death for insubordination. The tribesmen rose in
large numbers to avenge the man's death, and killed the Governor. Some,
fearing retribution, fled to the garmsir or hot country down by the Persian
Gulf1; their arrival there kindled a revolt by the Sunni Arabs of the
coastal districts, who were led by that firebrand, Shaikh Ahmad Madani,
For many months these rebels carried out raids in the neighbourhood of
Bandar 'Abbas, Cong, Basidu and elsewhere.2
Nadir, having given orders for the Bakhtiaris who had fled to the garmsir
to be pursued and caught, left Isfahan for the Bakhtiari highlands on the
19th October. Marching via the sources of the Zayanda Rud and the
Karun river, he traversed the heart of the Bakhtiari country ; as he and
his army advanced, the Bakhtiaris fell back before them and took refuge
in their stronghold at Banavar. After enduring a siege lasting 21 days,
the Bakhtiari defenders, in despair, made a sortie and bravely met their
end, fighting to the last.8 Nadir, in pursuance of his usual policy, sent
off 3,000 families of the Haft Lang branch of the Bakhtiaris to Khurasan.
Nadir then proceeded through Faili Luristan to Kirmanshah, which
the Turks evacuated after a brief siege.* During his halt at Kirmanshah
he gave orders for the Zand tribe in the districts of Malayir and Qalamrau
'Ali Shakar to be severely punished for their continual depredations since
the time of the Afghan invasion.6
Having been joined by his main forces, Nadir left Kirmanshah for the
Turkish frontier on the loth December. Hearing that Alimad Pasha
had fortified the frontier passes at Darna, Mandali and Badra and had
1 T.N., p. 116.   See also the TadhMra-yi~Shushtariyya (p. 67), by 'Abdullah ibn Nuri'd-Din.
»Gombroon Diary, 28th November /9th December, 1732. Shaikh Ahmad Madani, it -will be recalled,
had assisted Ashraf's brother and other fugitive Afghans to escape to 'Oman (see p. 44 above).
•	T.N., p. 116.
*	Z.T., fol. 216 (b), Hanway, Vol. IV, p. 76.
« See Muhammad Sadiq's Ta'rikfa-Giti^usha'i (sometimes called the Ta'ri1ih-i-2aiubyya\
• B.M. MS., Add. 23524, fol. 4 (aj.
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